John F. Kennedy, had distanced themselves from their religion because of concerns that the church would influence policies and decisions.
The sex and financial scandals of several televangelists, including Jim and Tammy Faye Baker, Jimmy Swaggart, and Oral Roberts, blackened what appeared as a new powerbase in the future of American politics. The conservative evangelical movement failed to coalesce the Protestant and Catholic factions, was not racially inclusive, and took on very emotionally packed issues-gay rights, women's rights, and abortion-which are still debated today. During the administration of President William Clinton, the evangelicals took a side seat as the nation's conscience and worked to further the movement under the umbrella of the Christian Coalition (called the mistress of the Republican Party by the Washington Post), which grew to 1.6 million members by 1996. The religious right's political movement culminated with the election of George W. Bush in 1999, who openly professed his "born-again" experience as life changing after an admitted early life of alcohol abuse.
Miller marks 2012 as the point of decline for the Age of Evangelicalism; though it remained a voice in the Republican Party, it became less of a voice for the American population. As many of the religious figures highlighted in the book retire or die and new political bases emerge, as demonstrated by the election of President Barack Obama in 2008, the question remains whether religion will regain its previous role as a pillar or a political party or fall back to a sector that gets a nod but lacks the power to influence the outcome of an election or policy? The 2016 presidential election may be the test.
There is a plethora of literature written in the area of religion, and it is important for the reader to understand the point of view or perspective of the writer as well as the scholarship used in researching and presenting the subject. The book is well written and thoroughly researched and documented; however, the author is a Christian writer, and though he does touch upon Jewish thought from time to time, he appears to exhibit a friendlier attitude toward those of the Christian right than those in opposition, either politically or religiously.
Can two decades of controversy over religion and politics be adequately covered in just over 200 pages? From this standpoint, it sometimes hits merely the wave tops of a very difficult subject. 
